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MONARCHS  MCKINLEY PRIDE 

As we wrap up the first quarter of 
school, I will share with you, some 
of McKinley’s autumn highlights, 

upcoming events, and 
communication tips.   Our theme 
this school year is, “Together we 
make the difference.” This 
includes, students, teachers, 
parents and community 
members.  

On August 28, 2017, there was a 
power outage for most of the 
school day, after the students had 
arrived for classes.  During the 
power outage, all staff, students 
and parents came together to 
assure that our students were 
safe and out of harm’s way. 
Students could use their cell 
phones to contact parents since 
our phone lines were inoperable. 
At 1:00 PM, We were given notice 

by ComEd, that our entire power 
server would have to be shut 
down so that they could fix the 
damaged servers.  

 If we must evacuate the building 
during inclement weather, 
parents will be notified via a robo 
call and students would be 
escorted to Holy Ghost or Peace 
Church, where they will remain 
until a parent or guardian arrives 
to the designated location to sign 
his/her daughter out. Students 
who ride the school bus will take 
it home if the evacuation extends 
to the end of the school day. Each 
school year, our students 
participate in the following safety 
drills, to prepare them for any 
crisis or emergency: Bus, fire and 
school evacuations, lockdown, 

and inclement weather 
conditions, such as tornados.  

 Parent-Teacher Conferences are 
on October 26 and 27. Parents are 
encouraged to meet their child’s 
teachers and to establish a 
rapport, to build a strong parent-
teacher team. Research shows 
that parent involvement in 
education has a positive effect on 
student success at school. When 
teachers and parents work 
together, the results can be 
powerful. To foster effective two-
way communication: Set the 
tone, be positive, and choose 
words carefully. Remember the 
teacher is your teammate, and 
should never be thought of as 
your opponent.  

When it comes to education, we 
plan every day, to teach all 
McKinley students, by addressing 
the Common Core State 
Standards, and using our school 
district curriculum to meet their 

From the Principal’s Desk 
by Jerome Ferrell Jr., 
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NJHS National Junior Honors Society 

by Jerome Ferrell Jr., 

The NJHS sponsors, Ms. Williams and 
Ms. Lohr, inducted 26 new members on 
October 4, 2017. To be eligible for this 
prestigious chapter, the students had to 
have attended McKinley Junior High 
School the equivalent of one full 
semester, while maintaining a 
cumulative grade point average of 3.5 in 
their classes for this current school year.  

Since they meet the academic 
requirements they were then considered 
membership for their service, behavior, 
and leadership. 

 

 

academic, social emotional and 
extra-curricular needs. We never 
cut corners, we are thoughtful 
about choosing the appropriate 
text and lessons, field trips, after 
school activities, and clubs that 
will help inspire, motivate and 
prepare our students for high 
school and beyond.  

 

 

 

Robotics Class 
The Science teachers from 4th to 8th grade will begin 
teaching Robotics Classes during the second quarter. 

  

Thank a Teacher 
Teachers plant the seeds of knowledge that will grow 
forever. It is always the right time to thank a teacher. 
They are the branches that help our students produce 
academic fruit. 

 

  

.  
 

 

  

DRESS FOR THE WEATHER 

AS THE WEATHER BECOMES 
COLDER, INCLUDE A COAT, 
HAT AND SCARF IN YOUR 
CHILD’S ATTIRE. 
 

McKinley’s Thornwood Algebra Students 
St d t  
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Nayo Lear, Dr. Ferrell, Daniel Ragland 
 

 
 

Aaron Smith with his Ceramic 
Project in Art Class 
 

 

 FAST FACTS 
 

  

McKinley scored an 
average of 406 out of 
430 points in 
ELA/Reading and 
Writing 
McKinley students outscored all District 205 
feeder schools in English language arts, reading 
and writing. 

  

McKinley scored an 
average of 385 points 
out of 430 points in 
Math. 
McKinley students fell two points shy of 
outscoring all District 205 feeder schools in 
Mathematics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This school year all non-band 
students will have a quarter of 
Art, Music, Computer Science and 
Spanish, throughout the school 
year. The purpose of the 
additions to the curricular is to 
expose students early to the arts, 
computer science, music and to a 
second language. By including 
our elementary students in the 
specials schedule, our district and 
staff believe our students will be 

better prepared for high school.   

In the fall of 2016, eighth-grade 
students from the nine 
elementary districts that feed 
into District 205 were tested with 
the Preliminary Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (PSAT). This test 
has two purposes. One, it 
prepares students who plan to 
take the SAT, which is the test 

most colleges require for 
admission and secondly for 
District 205, it is used for 
freshman course placement. This 
year’s eighth grade students will 
take this same test on 
Wednesday, November 15, 2017.

Specials; Art, Music, 
Computer Science, 
and Spanish 

PSAT 

Fastest Sprinters 
“Fastest Boy”, Daniel Ragland 
and “Fastest Girl”, Nayo Lear 
take a selfie with Principal 
Ferrell. This race is an annual 
competition that is conducted 
every September, culminating 
weeks of other physical 
education fitness test.  The two 
students were then joined by 
staff members in an all-out race 
for the fastest person in the 
school. 

PARCC 
Mrs. Hotchkin’s, fourth grade 
teacher, told her last year’s fourth 
grade class that if they worked hard 
and did their best, she would 
organize a celebration for those 
students who would meet or exceed 
on the PARCC test. She had 19 of 
her 27 students meet either math or 
reading or both. Two students 
exceeded the standards in both! She 
provided each of those students 
with a continental breakfast. More 
celebrations are to come for all 
students who met/exceeded on the 
PARCC test.   
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VIP’S September 22nd and 29th 2017 

 
 

Janee Stennis    Gabino Fonseca    Jamle Tillman-Brown 
 
Mia Potts    Edwin Hernandez   Kylar Mondane 
 
Jaleah Smith    Tameria Johnson-Moorhead  Amirah Harrington 
 
Alahna Jackson   Jalen Bates    Kennedi Harper 
 
Malachi Malone   Mkailah Pettis    Candace Agyepong 
 
Reggie Griffin    Amaya Stallworth   Antonio Adrade-Fernandez 
 
Noah Ray    Ariana Whitaker   Douglas Williams 
 
Kendrick Turner   Autumn Harmon   Laurence Nnabuo 
 
Bemi Oshunlade   Nilah Fultz    Jordan Davis 
 
Angel Hampton   Alexis King    Nava Owens 
 
Damiano Jenkins   Christopher Munoz   Caleb Turner 
 
Sharee Turner    Cayla Dockery    Abria Hubbard 
 
Brizel Rocha    Selena Dorsey    Leah Perry 
 
Gabriella Weems   Janiya Dixon    Jarrod Davis 
 
Jakya Wade    Aaron Wooley    Candace Agyepong 
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Lady Monarchs Mania  

The Lady Monarchs have reached the half way point of their conference season.  

The 7th grade team has a perfect record of 4-0 and the 8th grade team has a 3-1 record to start the season. 

 Keep up the good work Lady Monarchs!  

 

Monarchs Cheer Team 

Kayla Bailey    Mya Burks    Jakya Dixon  

Janiya Dixon    Sofiat Ejilasisi    Autumn Harmon  

Kaylen Hines    Kennedi House   Tehilah Howard  

Kamya Jones    Taylor Moore    Tameria Johnson-Moorehead  

Marcyanna Murphy   Dariah Robinson Bates  Nina Scott  

Zaria Sesson    Trinity Shelton   Jaleah Smith  

Amaya Stallworth   Cameryn Stokes   Makayla Ward  

Kayla Williams  

Ms. Williams and Mrs. Renfroe will take on coaching responsibilities for the 2017-18 season. 
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